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Information in this guide is intended to help you better understand the sport and
isaprimeron fencing’s basic rules, organization,
For definitive information you MUST defer to the USFA Athlete Handbook, The

Rules of Fencing, and USFA Operations Manual, all of which are available to

download at usfencing.org.



The New Jersey Division is the local governing body, one of 67 divisions, of the United
States Fencing Association (USFA). The NJ Division sanctions USFA competitive
opportunities in New Jersey under uniform rules and regulations, provides qualifier
events to US National Championships, provides assistance and support to members, and
strives to promote the sport of fencing. The NJ Division is the largest and most active in
the United States, with a very prominent youth program. Always take pride in
representing NJ at all competitions. Fair play and honor are integral parts of fencing.

In order to be a member of the NJ Division you must either 1) reside in one of the
counties included within the borders of the NJ Div (Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon,
Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union,
Warren), 2) be a member of a club within the borders of the NJ Div, or 3) attend college
within the borders of the NJ Div.

The NJ Division is governed by an elected Executive Committee, with several
subcommittees. The Division by-laws can be viewed at njfencing.org. The various
committees, including the Executive Committee, are comprised of volunteers and you
are encouraged to become actively involved. You must be a USFA member by February
1 of the election year to be eligible for EC membership. Tournament staff for Division-
run events is paid. Contact the Executive Committee to discuss ways to volunteer
and/or facilitate tournament training. 2012-13 Division election-related deadlines are
posted on the Division schedule.

Visit the Division website (njfencing.org), where the official schedule of tournaments is
posted, as well as news and other important information and announcements. Also sign
up for the message board (sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/NJUSFA-announce) to keep
up-to-date. Webmaster: Mike McIntosh (mmcintosh@acm.org)

NJ Division Director of Public Relations: Adrienne Xagoraris - adriennex@me.com

Contact Adrienne with interesting stories, athlete bios and accomplishments, etc.
The Division strives to promote NJ fencing prominently in all media outlets.

2011-12 NJ Division Executive Committee (serves August 1 to July 31)

E-mail the entire committee: EC-NJUSFA@yahoogroups.com

Position Office Holder E-mail

Chairman Tom Tishman tomtishman@aol.com
Vice-Chair Steve Caputo scaputo@alumni.princeton.edu
Secretary Bill Nunley wtnunley@comcast.net
Treasurer George Bowden gbowden514@earthlink.net
Member Paul Apostol pdapostol@optonline.net
Member Hani Copti hanicopti@gmail.com
Member Cheryl Delaney c.delaneyl@verizon.net
Member Nicole Lechner nmustilli@aol.com

Member Gene Packer genepacker2@aol.com
Member Glenn Pantel gpantel@dbr.com

Member Dale Roberts dale.roberts2@att.net
Member Steve Sobel sobelemail@verizon.net
Member Jennifer Yamin ehjl@aol.com
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2011-12( Proposed)Tournament Committee (serves May 1 to April 30):

E-mail the entire committee: TC-NJ-USFA@yahoogroups.com
AnyDivision membeinterested in serving on the 2013 TC should-mail the Executive Committed priq
to March % you must also be a member of USFA

Position Office Holder E-mail

Committee Chair Gene Packer genepacker2@aol.com

Referee Assigner Abdelwahab Abdelaziz abdelwahab_a@hotmail.com

Member Ralph Bellantoni bellantonil@optonline.net

Ex-officio, NJ Div Bout Committee | George Bowden gbowden514@earthlink.net

Ex-officio Steve Caputo scaputo@alumni.princeton.edu

Ex-officio Tom Tishman tomtishman@aol.com

Committee Secretary, NJ-USFA | Dawn Johnston dawnl104@comcast.net
Bout Committee

Ex-officio, Armorer wtnunley@comcast.net

Coordinator

Bill Nunley

Member Ahmed Sattar asattarl101@msn.com

Member Paul Szmaida pszmaida@gmail.com

NJ-USFA Bout Committee Jennifer Yamin ehjl@aol.com

2012 Nominating Committee

Position Office holder

Member TBA Anyone NJ Division member

Member TBA interested in serving on the NC should
Member TBA contact EC prior to March 1, 2012
Member TBA

Member TBA

Member TBA

Member TBA

2011-12 Audit Committee

Position Officeholder E-mail

Member Hani Copti hanicopti@gmail.com
Member David Mebane dmebane@sbhcs.com
Member Kenneth Martone kmartone@musicarts.com

2011-12 Black Card Penalty

Committee

Position

Officeholder

E-mail

Member Steve Caputo scaputo@alumni.princeton.edu
Member Glenn Pantel gpantel@dbr.com
Member Tom Tishman tomtishman@aol.com

2011-12 Sub-Committees

Committee Purpose

Members

E-mail

HS Varsity Start Up -
Production of DVD Resource
for any high school in the
country seeking to start
fencing program

Steve Caputo
Mitchell Dorfman
George Janto
Gene Packer
Dale Roberts

scaputo@alumni.princeton.edu

gjanto@verizon.net
genepacker2@aol.com
dale.roberts2@att.net

Look into possible fundraiser
for Japan High School
Fencing Program
(earthquake/tsunami)

Steve Caputo
Tom Tishman
Tim Kaneshige

scaputo@alumni.princeton.edu
tomtishman@aol.com
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The Fencing Organization (Governing Bodies)

Federation Internationale D'Escrime (FIE) (fie.ch) - Governing body for all official
international fencing competitions including the World Fencing Championships and
fencing at the Olympic Games. FIE governs fencing globally and is recognized by the
International Olympic Committee as the organization that manages Olympic Fencing.
The USFA is the sole representative of US fencing in the FIE. Any US fencer wishing to
participate in official international competitions must be accredited by the USFA to the
FIE or to the host country as to amateur standing and qualification.

United States Fencing Association (USFA) (usfencing.org)- Official governing body for
amateur fencing in the US. Provides national rankings/classifications, schedules, and
hosts all national competitions. Details on the operations of the USFA are described in
the latest edition of the USFA Operations Manual. USFA provides regional and national
competitive opportunities for fencers of all levels of ability under uniform rules and
regulations and selects, supports and prepares individuals and teams to represent the
United States in international fencing competitions.

The USFA is currently responsible for the selection of the athletes and cadre for the following international
tournaments:
A Junior and Cadet World Fencing Championships - held annually
A Open (Senior) World Fencing Championships - held every year but year of Olympic Games
A Open (Senior) Team World Fencing Championships - held the year of the Olympic Games for each
weapon that will not have a team competition at the Olympic Games

A World University Games — multi sport tournament including fencing, held in odd numbered years

A Pan American Games - multi sport tournament including fencing held every four years, the year
before the Olympic Games

A Olympic Games - held every four years

A Pan American Junior and Cadet Fencing Zonal Championships - held annually

A Pan American Senior Zonal Fencing Championships - held annually

A Wheelchair Fencing World Championships - held every four years, 2 years prior to the Paralympic
Games

A Paralympic Games includes Wheelchair Fencing - held every 4 years immediately after Olympic
Games

A World Veteran Fencing Championships - held annually

A Youth Olympics Games- held every four years

USFA membership is required to compete in any USFA sanctioned event locally, regionally, or
nationally (this includes all events on the NJ Division schedule). The membership year coincides with
the fencing season, August 1- July 31. Full membership information can be found at usfencing.org.

Members in good standing who are 18 and over, as of February 1st of the membership year and who
have provided the USFA with their date of birth by February 1st of the membership year, may vote
on matters of the USFA in accordance with the provisions of the USFA Bylaws.

Member ship includes subscription to “American Fencing”

New Jersey Division (njfencing.org). Local governing body, one of 67 USFA Divisions
authorized to schedule competitions tailored to the needs of the area. Fencers may earn
classifications at these competitions if specific criteria are met. Each season a member
must declare the division affiliation for that membership year. That division is then the
one from which the fencer must qualify to the USFA National Championships and the
Junior Olympic Fencing Championships. The member may request a change in division if
he or she moves to a new geographic location and notifies the USFA office of the new
address and division change request in writing.

ma g



NJ Division Clubs

Ace of Blades; Hackettstown; aceblade.com

Altitude Fencing School; Red Bank; altitudefencing.com; (908) 692-5504

American Fencing Center;Cranford, Lamianskaya@yahoo.com, 973 - 687- 2383
Atlantic Fencing Academy; Tinton Falls; agota@atlanticfencing.com; 732-383-5124
Bergen Fencing Club; Ho Ho Kus; bergenfencingclub.com; 201) 251-1055

Berkeley Heights Fencing Club; Berkeley Heights; berkheightsfc@yahoo.com

Bucks County Academy of Fencing (BCAF); Lambertville;215-862-6112; Lisa@bcaf.com.
Clinton Fencing Club; Clinton; clintonfencingclub@earthlink.net; 908-236-6226
Cobra Fencing Club; Jersey City; cobrafencing.com; 201- 882-2879

En Garde!; West Orange; 973-736-2446

Escrimeur Fencing Club; Morganville; LeonSpector@escrimeur.com; 732-309-8301
Espada Training Center; Bloomfield; espadatrainingcenter@gmail.com; 314-503-2104
Excalibur Fencing Club; Chatham; 908-527-6385;973-746-1696

Fencing Academy of South Jersey; Hillsborough; 908-240-1911

Fencing Academy of South Jersey: Fairfield; 973-866-8988

Freehold Fencing Academy; Freehold; Freeholdfencingacademy@yahoo.com; 732-610-0322
Front Range Fencing Club; Fort Lee; info@frontrangefencing.com; 201-944-6089
Gutkovskiy Fencing Academy; Fair Lawn; 201-773-0981; stas@fencegfa.com
Hungarian American Athletic Club; East Brunswick

Hub City Fencing; Highland Park; info@hubcityfencing.com; 908-248-2232

Lilov Fencing Academy; Montclair; SVL@LFAN].com

Long Valley Fencers Club; Long Valley; 908-619-0443; rkmich@embargmail.com
Lucchetti Fencing USA; Princeton; LucFencing@Yahoo.com; 609-243-0023

Maestro Fencing Club; Somerville; 646-528-5567

Masters Fencing Academy; Wayne; mastersfencing@gmail.com; 973-271-9214
Modified Academy of Fencing (MAF); Paramus; point@mafencing.org

Medeo Fencing Club; Bridgewater; Medeofencing@aol.com; 732- 469-2244
Mendham Fencing Club; Mendham; 973-543-3433; aikiskip@aol.com

Morris Fencing Club; Randolph; 973-342-8717; danylovv@yahoo.com

Mountaintop Fencing Club; Glen Gardner; remaly@integrity.com

National Fencing Academy; Wayne; mark@nationalfencing.com; 973-823-1764

New Jersey Fencing Alliance (NJFA); Maplewood; njfencingalliance.com; 973-763-5728
Olympus Fencers Club; Summit; 973-376-4853.

Polish-American Fencing School; Linden; 732-381-5898; mlynekfencing@aol.com
Princeton-Hillsborough YMCA Fencing Club; Princeton; 609-497-9622 x236

Princeton Univ. Club; Princeton; clubfenc@princeton.edu

Rising Stars Fencing Center; Little Falls; dgary@ccnetservices.com; 973-820-6047
Salle Durandal; Glen Ridge; 973-748-2472

South Mountain Martial Arts; Madison; 973-906-3503

Sebastiani Fencing Academy; Princeton; 609-578-0765

Valhalla Fencing; Livingston; valhallafencing.com

Westfield Fencing Club; Scotch Plains; 908-272-3930; ramcommunications@comcast.net
West Windsor-Plainsboro Knights & Pirates Fencing Club; Plainsboro

To publicize Club results, events, or interesting stories contact NJ Division Director
of Public Relations: Adrienne Xagoraris - adriennex@me.com.
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Fencing websites
fie.ch - FIE

usfencing.org - USFA

njfencing.org - NJ Division

sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/NJUSFA-announce - NJ Division message board
fencingofficials.org - Fencing Officials Commission (FOC)

askfred.net (FRED) - Tournament info/registration

fencing.net — Information, discussion forum, vendor

ncaa.org - NCAA

ncaaclearinghouse.net — NCAA college-bound fencers must register here
ncaasports.com/fencing - NCAA fencing info

collegefencing360.com - College fencing

njifa.org - New Jersey Interscholastic Fencing Association - NJ High School Fencing
njsiaa.org — NJ High School Fencing governing body

nj.com/forums/hsfencing — NJ High School fencing discussion forum

Equipment Suppliers

Absolute Fencing Gear - 28 Chimney Rock Rd, Bridgewater, NJ - absolutefencinggear.com
AllStar-USA Fencing - allstarfencing.us

Blade Fencing - 245 West 29th St, New York City - blade-fencing.com

Blue Gauntlet - 280 North Midland Ave, Building W; Saddle Brook, NJ - blue-gauntlet.com
Duellist Fencing Equipment - duellistfencing.com

Escrime International - escrimeinternational.com

Fechtwelt - fechtwelt.de

Fencing.net - Fencing Gear - fencing.net

FenceSmart - fencesmart.net

H.O.M. Fencing Supply -homfencing.com

Leon Paul - leonpaulusa.com

Proprintwear.com- proprintwear.com
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Your Club

USFA makes distinction between club “affiliation” and “representation.” A fencer may be
affiliated with more than one club but can represent only one of them (except as noted
below) in USFA competitions during one fencing season. A fencer may at any time resign
from one club and join another, or join or hold membership in two or more clubs.
However, the fencer’s first stated club affiliation at a USFA competition in each fencing
season becomes that fencer’s club representation for that season unless the fencer
changes club representation by January 31st, whichever occurs the earliest. After this
deadline, fencers may not change their club representation without special permission of
the USFA Board of Directors.

A collegiate or scholastic fencer, who is also a member of another recognized club, may
represent his/her school in dual meets and other intercollegiate competitions, and also
represent the other club in USFA competitions. In addition, if the rules of his/her school
conference require it, he/she may represent his/her school or fence unattached in all
USFA individual competitions held during the school fencing season or, in the case of
collegiate fencers, during the period in which NCAA rules regarding playing dates have
jurisdiction. Such fencers may represent their club during the other portions of the
fencing season. Fencers who represent their club after having represented their school
during the fencing season must represent their club for the remainder of that fencing
season. Fencers who represent their school outside the dates when required to do so,
must represent their school for the remainder of the fencing season. Fencers cannot
represent both school and club at any USFA team tournament. A fencer who, while a
member of a recognized club, elects to fence unattached, may not be permitted to
represent any club during the remainder of the season in individual competition, and
may not compete in team competitions except as noted above for collegiate fencers in
NCAA schools.

All fencers should notify the National Office of all club affiliations at the start of the
fencing season or as such club affiliations change. They should also notify competition
organizers of such affiliations even if representing another club (or school) or fencing
unattached for reasons given above.

If a fencer represents a club that closes during the season with no plan of reopening in
the future, or if a fencer makes a permanent move of physical residence into another
geographical area, that fencer may request to have his or her club representation
changed. The resignation of a coach, conflict within a club, or change of affiliation due to
either will not be recognized as justification to change club representation. A fencer in
this situation will have to either remain with his or her stated club or fence unattached
for the remainder of the season. The fencer/club representation relationship may be
terminated at any time by either party (fencer or club) by written notice provided to the
National Office.



CARE QF FENCING EQUIPMENT

Equipment is expensive and proper care will extend life. Ask your equipment vendor
about care but noted are general guidelines. Clean uniforms help prevent spread of
germs, especially Staphylococcus. A good idea is to use your older equipment for
practice and use your good/newer equipment only for tournaments.

Jackets, Knickers, Plastron. Wash when needed - no bleach. Bleach will break down fabric fibers
and diminish the integrity of the material. Hang dry (do not put in dryer) and keep out of the sun
(the sun can yellow the material). Do not leave wet uniforms in your bag after fencing - hang
them up to dry. Whink Rust Remover works very well to remove rust stains from whites.

Glove. If washable, wash with the uniform. If not, a disinfectant spray may help. Saddle soap or
other leather treatment may help extend the life of a leather glove.

Mask. Do not roll up your jacket and stuff it inside your mask!! Let the mask air dry. There are
several methods to clean your mask, whichever you choose be sure to let it dry well or the mesh
will rust:
Put in dishwasher by itself - top rack, no (or mild) detergent (not dishwasher detergent), no
heat; air dry, or dry with hairdryer
Fill a large bucket with water and Woolite, dunk the mask a few times then squeeze the bib to
dry as best as you can. Let it sit out and dry well. Using a brush and soap (liquid dish
detergent or Woolite) scrub the bib, let dry

Blades. Rust will weaken the blade and allow the blade to break. Prevent rusting as best as
possible by keeping blades away from your warm, wet, sweaty gear. Make a blade covering (PVC
pipe works well) to protect the blade and also to keep it away from your uniform as it will leave
rust marks. Use fine grit sandpaper (400 or higher) to remove rust.

Lame. The salt in your sweat works to corrode your lame from the first time that you fence, so
you want to do everything possible to minimize the damage and extend its life. Do not put the
lame in the washing machine or dryer, or use hot water or abrasives. After fencing, rinse out in
the sink or shower (you can use a mixture of mild detergent such as Woolite along with just
enough ammonia to smell it), pat dry with a towel, let hang dry. If stained, a little Woolite
rubbed gently over the stain and rinsed works well. Pay special attention to the neck area.

Do not wad the lame up and toss it in your bag with your damp uniform. Hang on a hanger when
you can. If packed in a bag, roll it rather than fold it to prevent the metallic threads from being
broken. Keep your lame with your weapons in a separate compartment from your uniform. This
will help preserve both your weapons and lame. If you are not rinsing out the lame, be sure to
hang it on a hanger and hang it up in a dry area between uses.

If you have a lame that has a small dead spot, or a spot that fails inspection, you can try spot-
cleaning the lame with a bit of ammonia-based cleaner such as Windex. Gently spray on a little
bit of Windex and let it dry - then you can take it back to the armory table and see if it passes
with the quick fix. If the lame is totally dead, however, you can try to patch with a piece of good
material.



Competitions

After all your hard work training and taking lessons, your ultimate goal is to compete.
Competition involves local, regional, and eventually national and possibly international
tournaments. Coaches will recommend appropriate competitions based on student
development.

2011 -12 Eligibility to compete

Fencing competition season runs Aug 1-July 31. Competitions are categorized by age or
skill level. Age requirements are based on birth year only, and change every Aug 1.
USFA membership is required. Memberships expire July 31 each year (unless you
purchase a 3-year membership).

Local/Regional/National Tournaments & JO (Excluding SN & SN Qualifying Tournaments)

Category (type of Entry requirements USFA birth year
competition) requirement
Open (Senior) Must be 13 using USFA birth year or | Born 1998 or before
on Junior NRPS, any rating
Div I Must be 13 using USFA birth year or | Born 1998 or before
on Junior NRPS, and have A, B, or C
rating
Div II Must be 13 using USFA birth year or | Born 1998 or before
on Junior NPRS; C, D, E, or no
rating
Div III Must be 13 using USFA birth year or | Born 1998 or before
on Junior NRPS; D, E, or no rating
U (unrated) Must be 13 using USFA birth year Born 1998 or before
requirement, unrated
Wheelchair Must be 13 using USFA birth year, Born 1998 or before
any rating
Veteran Open (40 & older) Born on or before 1971
Veteran 50-59 9/2/52-9/1/62
Veteran 60-69 9/2/42-9/1/52
Veteran 70 & older Born 9/2/42 or before
Junior (U20) Meet age requirement or on Cadet 1992-1998
NRP list, any rating
Cadet (U17) Meet age requirement or on Y14 1995-1998
NRP list, any rating
Y14 Meet age requirement or on Y12 1997-2000
NRP list, any rating
Y12 Meet age requirement or on Y10 1999-2002
NRP list, any rating
Y10 Meet age requirement, any rating 2001-2004
Competition category changes for SN and SN Qualifying Tournaments ONLY
Category (type of Entry requirements USFA birth year
competition) requirement
Junior (U19) 1993-1999
Cadet (U16) 1996-1999

If a fencer is currently (current as of the entry deadline for that tournament)

listed in a National age group point standing, the fencer may enter the next

older age category of competition, even if that fencer is younger than allowed
by the age bracket.



Where can | find out about competitions?

Askfred.net is THE source for local and regional events. Events from all over the country
are listed on FRED. You can get full tournament info, register, make payments, and see
who else is registered. National and international competitions are not listed on FRED;
see the USFA website for info. Local/Regional tournaments in the NJ area are listed on
FRED in the Mid-Atlantic region. We are fortunate to also be in close proximity to
Metropolitan NYC and North Atlantic regions. Anyone can enter any tournament if you
are a USFA member, unless it is restricted by the organizer (usually a Division qualifier
or resident of a specific state, etc). All NJ-Division approved/sanctioned events are
posted on the NJ Division website. Note, not all events listed on FRED are sanctioned
(i.e. able to award ratings), so check the listing info carefully before you enter.

Al ways read the “More Info” section on the
information.

Preregister for tournaments. Organizers use anticipated fencers to secure adequate
referees for the event. Most events accept walk-ins, but usually with a penalty fee. If
you realize you cannot attend, simply withdraw your registration through “my fred”.
FRED must be checked regularly for deadlines and changes.

Be sure to always keep an up-to-date e-mail address in FRED so that tournament
organizers can send important messages to you.

Never go to the event without first checking the FRED listing the night before/day
of for any last-minute changes (possibly even cancellation).

Event Categories

Local events: Local events (usually at clubs) are within easy commuting distance and
are highly appropriate for beginners. All sanctioned events in NJ (i.e. approved by the
NJ Division with ability to issue ratings) are listed on the NJ Div website. As you make
your way through different local club venues you will notice that tournaments are run
with different degrees of efficiency and professionalism. All sanctioned tournaments in
NJ require hired referees; other divisions may not have this requirement so you may
have coaches or club members as referees; some events are even self-refereed (i.e. the
fencers themselves take turns as referees). You make the decision where you prefer to
fence. Entry/registration is via FRED (askfred.net). Check each FRED listing for entry
requirements and deadlines. Entry deadlines can range from anywhere from 3 weeks
prior to the night before.

NJ CUP.  Fencers earn points for participation in every Open event sanctioned by
the NJ Division from August 1 through May 31. Each fencer's point totals reflect
only their top six (6) results. Specific point rules can be found on FRED.

Awards are presented at the end of the season to the winner in each category
(WS,WF, MF, MS, MF, MS, and Veteran). Awards are presented at the Division
Annual Meeting (held in July). Winners (except Veteran) receive $250
reimbursement of expenses used to travel to Summer Nationals, 2nd place $100

Contact the EC if you are interested in sponsoring one of the NJ Cups ($100).
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Regional events: SYC (Super Youth Circuit), RYC (Regional Youth Circuit), and ROC
(Regional Open Circuit). These events tend to attract fencers from a wider geographic
area, with more heterogeneous skill levels. The venue often requires an hour or more
travel time. The level of difficulty is greater than local events, and is suitable for fencers
with some local experience. Events are listed on FRED and at usfencing.org.
Registration is taken through FRED. Deadlines can range from 4-6 weeks to a few days
before the event, so check carefully. In most cases there are hefty late fee penalties.

SYC (Y10,Y12,Y14) - National points (NRPS) can be earned by placing in top 40%
of the field. A fencer may compete in as many SYC as desired; however, only the
best result will count toward the fencer’s total in youth point standings. All
fencers on NRPS automatically qualify for SN in respective event. Y10/12
fencers must merely participate (not necessary to earn points) in SYC or RYC
during the season to qualify for youth NAC or SN. Registration is via FRED.
Deadline for entry varies slightly but is usually appx. 1 month prior.

RYC (Y10,Y12,Y14) - No national points can be earned. Y14 winner automatically
qualifies for Y14 at SN. Deadlines for entry vary from several weeks to days
before.

ROC - In addition to being strong regional events, ROCs tournaments are
qualification paths for Summer Nationals in Div I-A, Div II, and Vet. ROCs are
open to any fencer who meets the age criteria (13 or older, or on Junior NRPS).
ROC points are earned; a fencer may compete in as many ROCs as desired, but
only the best three (3) results will be utilized.

Div I-A. To qualify for SN must place in top 8, OR earn at least 1000 Points (participate in as
many ROCs as desired).

Div IT - Open to any fencer meeting the age criteria and no higher than a “C” rating at the
time of registration. The top 10% of the field will qualify. If qualifying fencers meet
classification requirements, they also qualify for Div III.

Veteran - Open to any fencer meeting the age criteria. Vets qualify by fencing in any ROC
(either Div 1-A, Div II, or Vet)

2011-12 Youth Schedule (partial RYC) (check FRED or USFA for full schedule)

Event Date Location Entry Deadline
SYC Sep 3-4 Plano, TX Aug 6

RYC Sep 18 Jersey City, NJ Sep 16

SYC Oct 1-2 Rochester, NY Sep 15

RYC Oct 15-16 Maplewood, NJ Oct 13

SYC Nov 5-6 St. Louis, MO Oct 15

RYC (charity) Tentative Dec 2011 Maplewood, NJ Check FRED
SYC Jan 21-22 Houston, TX Check FRED
SYC Feb 3-5 Washington, DC Check FRED
SYC Feb 25-26 Bellevue, WA Check FRED
SYC Mar 2-4 Columbus, OH Feb 12

SYC Mar 30-April 2 Jersey City, NJ Mar 15
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2011-12 ROC Schedule

Event Date Location Entry Deadline
Div 2 Sep 10-11 Tacoma, WA

Div 2 + Vet Sep 24-25 Maplewood, NJ C
Div 1A Sep 24-25 Virginia H
Div 2 Sep 30-Oct 2 St. Louis, MO E
Div IA + Vet Oct 1-2 Amarillo, TX C
Div 1A Oct 29-30 Evanston, IL K
Div 1A + Div2 + Vet | Oct 29-30 New Orleans, LA

Div 1A Nov 19-20 Beaverton, OR F
Div 1A Dec 3-4 Baltimore, MD R
Div 1A + Vet Jan 6-7 Las Vegas, NV E
Div 1A Jan 27-28 Seattle, WA D
Div 2 + Vet Feb 4-5 Houston, TX

Div 2 Feb 11-12 Jersey City, NJ L
Div 2 + Vet Feb 25-26 Denver, CO I
Div 1A + Div2 Mar 10-11 Arlington, TX S
Div 1A Mar 24-25 Chandler, AZ T
Div 1A Apr 21-22 Atlanta, GA I
Div 1A + Vet Apr 28-29 Los Angeles, CA N
Div 1A + Div2 May 5-6 Rocky Point, NY G

National events:

These events draw fencers from all over the US and other countries,

and are the most difficult domestic competitions. Competitions are Junior Olympic
Fencing Championships (JO), North American Cup (NAC), and Summer Nationals (SN).

When

you have achieved steady success at local and regional levels seek national

exposure. National rankings are based on the results from these events. Any USFA
members can compete in NACs in appropriate age/skill categories; however, JO and SN
require qualification to attend. Venues are located across the country, often requiring
air transportation, multi-day hotel stays, and school work adjustments. Registration is
via usfencing.org. and entry deadlines are strictly enforced. 2011-12 National event
entry fees are $50 (nonrefundable) registration fee plus $75 per event.

NAC - NACs are a series of national point tournaments organized by the USFA.

Any USFA member can enter (no qualification required), the only criteria being you meet
the age/skill requirement of each event. The only exception to this criteria is for Y12/Y10,
who must fence in at least one RYC or SYC in the current season to participate in the
Youth NAC. The NAC schedule is posted on the USFA site. Info and registration is via
usfencing.org. Deadline for entry is 8 weeks prior.

JO (U17, U20) - JO are the championships for Cadets and Juniors, always held in February
over President’s weekend. These are the final domestic competitions in the selection cycle
for the Junior and Cadet World Fencing Championships. You must qualify to participate via
the NJ Division or have Junior or Cadet national points. Qualifying means you must fence
in the NJ Div qualifier and place in the top 25% of the field. NJ Qualifiers are held
Thanksgiving weekend and registration is via FRED (entry deadline is usually one week
prior). Once you have qualified, registration is via usfencing.org and deadline for entry is
8 weeks prior.

SN (held for 10 days, end of June/beginning of July), venue changes each season.

Fencers from all over the country compete and they are a lot of fun, and a chance to fence
new people and gauge your training progression. Events are held in every age and skill
category, as well as team events. You must qualify via NJ Division qualifier, have earned
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points during the season, or had a top level finish in prior season SN. Y10/12 fencers
must have competed in a SYC or RYC during the season. Vets must have competed in a
NAC or ROC during the season. After qualifying, registration is taken via usfencing.org
and deadline for entry is 8 weeks prior.

2011-12 National Schedule

Event Date Location Entry Deadline
NAC A Oct 21-24 Richmond, VA Sep 5
Cadet/Div 11/ Div III

NAC B Nov 11-14 Austin, TX Sep 26
Y14/Cadet/Junior

NAC C Dec 9-12 Kansas City, MO Oct 24

Div I, Div II/Vet/Chr

NAC D Jan 13-16 Portland, Oregon Nov 28

Div I/Junior

Junior Olympics Feb 17-20 Salt Lake City, UT Jan 16

NAC E Mar 16-19 Cincinnati, OH Jan 30

Div II/Div III/Vet/Chr

NAC F Apr 13-16 Virginia Beach, VA Feb 27

Div I/Youth/

Wheelchair

Summer Nationals Jun 29-July 8 Dallas, TX Apr 30
International events: Once you have earned national points and reach a certain level

on the NRPS you may be eligible for international competition. Generally, the top 8
athletes in the junior or senior points standings are eligible to compete in World Cups
(top-level tournaments for junior and senior fencers from around the world). In many
cases an athlete’s first exposure to international competition is a Cadet Designated
competition. Typically the top 12 fencers on the Cadet point standings are eligible.
Athletes may not enter themselves in World Cups; all entries must come from the USFA.
Athletes must have an FIE license (obtainable from USFA). Application to be considered
for a World Cup must be submitted to the USFA. Schedules are posted on the USFA site,
as well as the FIE site by mid summer preceding the start of the new season. There are
also other international competition opportunities also available for younger fencers.

Full international information is available at usfencing.org. and in the Athlete
Handbook.

Tournaments

Preparation:

A Join the USFA. USFA membership is required for all sanctioned events (except Y8).
You can join on-line, via fax, or at the competition venue. Allowing a fencer who is
not a USFA member to participate in an event can invalidate the results and
classification changes will not be recognized, jeopardize the insurance coverage for
the event, and the USFA could impose sanctions on the NJ] Division. 2011-12
competitive membership is $60/1-year/$160/3-year. Family membership is
available (2 competitive members) and is $110 (additional members $50). You
will receive a membership card by mail, but you can also obtain a copy card on-
line.
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o Itis your responsibility to ensure an application submitted at a local
tournament is forwarded to the USFA. Check the weekly membership list at
usfencing.org to be sure your name appears. If not, contact the
tournament organizer and USFA membership services.

o At check-in you must present valid USFA membership card or receipt that
payment has been recently made. If you arrive at the event without proof
of membership you must fill out a new membership application and pay for
membership, even if already a member (USFA will return payment -or not
charge your credit card - if membership is later verified).

o The USFA on-line notification system uses the e-mail address provided on
your membership application. Notify USFA of any e-mail change.

o On-line you will be able to update your contact information, view your
membership data, print your membership card with classifications included,
and create a bio for yourself. You_cannot edit your classifications or change
club or division.

A Register before entry deadline and pay entry fee. Local/regional deadlines can
range from 4 weeks to the night before. National event deadlines are 8 weeks
prior, with triple entry fees after the deadline. SYC deadlines are usually 4 weeks,
with triple fees after the deadline. Most local events also have a penalty for entry
after the on-line deadline.

Entry fees vary, but are usually $25-$45 for local events, $55-$80 for regional
events, and $50 reg + $75/event for national events. Most local/regional events
accept walk-ins, however with a walk-in penalty. Credit cards are accepted for on-
line payments via FRED but most local events only accept check or cash for
payments made at the door. National event on-line registration accepts credit
cards.

Confirm receipt of your entry by checking the FRED competitor listing. For national
events check the “Confirmed Entrant List” posted on the USFA website for each
specific tournament.

Tournament organizers use the registration information to hire referees
accordingly. By walking in at the last minute, or registering and not
showing up, the organizers cannot plan properly, which will affect how
smoothly the tournament runs.

A Arrive at the venue at the time indicated for close of check-in. Arrange for timely
transportation (ex. car pools). Be sure to have directions to the venue and a
phone number (if available).

A Fencing tournaments can be long. Format is usually two rounds (pools and direct
elimination). Typically the pools take 1-2 hours (saber pools the shortest),
followed by DE round (win you continue, lose you go home). The size of the DE
chart determines approximately how long until the final bout (i.e. 32 4 hours, 64 5
hours, 128 6 hours). Some venues have food, others do not, so bring proper
drinks, snacks. Bring a change of clothes, or at least a dry shirt, and towel. Have
a small portable chair in your car, some venues have seating, others do not.

Complete “Rules of Fencing” can be found at usfencing.org
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USFA Minimum Required Equipment For Competition:

Regulation jacket with Clean regularly and keep in proper repair (no holes,
crotch strap and knickers | rips or tears). FIE uniform is only required for
international competitions. All National events require
last name to be stenciled on the jacket or knickers.

Electric jacket (lame) Check periodically for dead spots. If visible signs of
(foil and saber only) oxidation (green discoloration) it is probably not useful
for competition. Fencer’s last name must be stenciled
on the back of the jacket for national level events.

Plastron (underarm Must be properly sized, keep clean. This is a good

protector) first FIE purchase for your fencer, as the plastron
provides the last layer of defense.

Chest protector Required for all women, optional for men

Glove Must be properly sized, no rips or tears

Manchette (saber overglove)

Mask Must fit snugly, but not be constrictive. No visible

signs of rust. No tears in the bib. Bib must be sewn
into the mask. Must pass a 12K punch test (checked
at national events and qualifiers, some local events).
USA Fencing has ruled that all National events

which are Team Selection Events will require the

use of conductive bib for foll fencing (this
includes all NACs (except Div lI/1Il) and JO)
Weapons USFA rules require at least 2 working weapons present

at the strip. Buy quality blades and parts.
Inexpensive blades, bell guards, tips and sockets tend
to break, malform, or malfunction. Y10 must fence
with blades less than 32.5 inches long

Body cords USFA rules require at least 2 working body cords at
the strip and 2 mask clips for saber. Higher quality,
more expensive, body cords are more reliable and last
longer

Shoes Fencing shoes are not mandatory. Premium brands
are very expensive and not always the best quality or
function for fencing. Try a light flat sole sneaker

Socks Knee-high socks are required at competitions. No
exposed skin

Equipment bags Bags range in price, design, and size

Notes:

Everything  you bring to a competition needs to be marked with your name
written in indelible ink. There are a lot of bags laying around during the event, and
should something become misplaced it can only be returned if marked.

Be sure equipment is in working order. Presenting to the strip with non-working
equipment or faulty attire results in a yellow card (warning) for first offense, then
a red card (point for your opponent) for next offense.

At NJ Qualifiers, regional events, and all national competitions mask, body cord,
and lame must be inspected and must have the appropriate inspection mark
before presenting to the strip. Some local events also have equipment checks.

Maintain all equipment. Prior to any competition test all weapons and body cords
and repair any that malfunction. Have your own tool kit (screwdrivers for tip and
pommel, spare screws, springs, Allen wrenches, small magnet, flashlight, etc).
Purchase your own test box !!
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Emotions. attitude, and behavio I at competitions
A Spectators are obliged not to interfere with the good order of competition, to do

nothing which may tend to influence the fencers or the Referee, and to respect the
decisions of the latter even when they do not agree with them. They must obey
any instructions which the Referee may deem necessary to give them (t.93).
Spectators must remain to the back/side of the strip and not crowd the strip or
interfere with the bout in any way. Spectators can be “black-carded” (removed
from the venue) for behavior.

A There is no flash photography allowed (you don’t want to temporarily blind the
fencers !)

A Only the fencer has the right to address the director in reference to an action,
although most directors at local events will answer a question from a coach or
parent if asked politely.

A For parents - it is important to not display frustration, or anxiety, as this is likely
to be mirrored by a child. If spectators cannot maintain an even, calm demeanor
when observing a bout, use that time to catch up on your reading or improve your
proficiency at crossword puzzles.

A Professional coaches are paid to critically evaluate performance, give feedback to
the fencer, and deal with any contentious situations. Fencing is a gentlemanly
sport and politeness is an integral part of the sport. Fencers/parents/spectators
should not criticize or engage in loud arguments or exchanges with other parents,
fencers, coaches, and especially referees.

A In order to encourage children to become self-sufficient and responsible, fencers
should be taught to keep track of their equipment, check and record bout scores,
and be at the strip when called to fence. Please don’t handle these responsibilities
for your children.

A Fencers must be taught to accept responsibility for their performance and results.
When they (or their parents) blame the referees, other coaches or fencers -
justifiably or not — they become fixated on circumstances they cannot control.
They must learn the distinction between critical self-analysis and making excuses.

The Big Day - Arriving at the Competition

Check-in: The fencer (not the parent) must present to the check-in table with USFA
membership card prior to published close of check-in to state you have arrived at the
competition. If not paid on-line, have exact change or check ready. Most local
tournaments do not accept credit cards at the door.

Equipment: Find a spot in the venue for your bag that does not impede traffic flow.
Arrive with required equipment in working order.

Warm-up: Plan your travel time to arrive with adequate time for proper warm up
routine and armorer inspection of equipment (if required). Fencing usually begins appx.
20-30 minutes after close of check-in. Be sure hair is securely tucked (the director can
issue a yellow card for hair covering target).

Announcements: All announcements originate from the Bout Committee (BC). The BC
is responsible for seeding the fencers, establishing the format of the competition, and
resolving rules disputes. Athletes are responsible for listening for announcements
regarding close of check-in, getting ready to fence, checking posted seedings, pool
assignments, and checking posted pool results. If you fail to check in by the time
registration is closed you will not see your name on the initial seeding, and if you fail to
report this omission to the BC immediately you will be scratched from the competition. If
you fail to report for your first pool bout or a DE bout, one minute after your second call
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you will be Black Carded (eliminated) from the competition. You slow down the
tournament by failing to report errors immediately. When errors are not presented
promptly the BC must void planned pools or DE round to correct mistakes and then
reseed the entire event. Once the DE table is announced, the posted pool results are
considered final.

It is imperative you communicate with the BC to prevent delays in the
competition. Report any omissions or mistakes in seeding IMMEDIATELY.

Note: The BC can only use official USFA ratings (not ratings seen on FRED). So if
you see your rating on the initial seeding is different and you recently earned a
new rating, this may be the reason. You can minimize unnecessary Vvisits to the
BC by checking your rating on the USFA site the night before, and what you see
there is what will be used for the competition.

Report any pool results errors IMMEDIATELY. Note, reseeding of the DE round is
at BC discretion if you do not present in the allotted 5 minutes with pool result
inquiries and mistakes. If you present after this time and the DE chart has been
printed, the pool results can stand without a reseed.

If for any reason you cannot continue in the competition report immediately,; do
not just walk out of the venue.

Strip _etiquette

A Salute at the beginning of the bout after the referee has done tests of your
equipment and you and your opponent have done your tests. Salute at your on-
guard line right before you put on your mask and the ref tells you to come on guard.
Salute your opponent, the referee, and the audience. At the end of the bout return to
your on guard line, repeat the salutes, and shake hands with whichever is the non-
weapon hand (regardless of handedness).

A You cannot talk, jibe, or otherwise engage your opponent. Nor can you do any type
of “bring it on” gesture. This is defined as taunting and is a cardable offense.

A If you have a problem or see a potentially dangerous situation (untied shoelace,
abnormally bent blade, etc.) you can stop the bout by backing up a few steps and
raising your non-weapon hand to get the director’s attention. He will stop the bout
and you can have the problem taken care of.

A Under no circumstance do you let the plug go on the reel when you unhook. Always
either hand the plug to the next fencer or walk it all the way back to the reel.

A NEVER throw any of your equipment in anger. NEVER throw your mask to the ground
or, worse yet, throw it to the ground and kick it !! You will be issued a black card and
ejected from the competition.
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Referee etigquette
“Part of fencing is working with the referee, figuring out what they see and are not going

to see. You have to make every action more clear when working with a referee who is
not strong. You can’t expect all referees to have the same strengths.” (Sada Jacobson,
Olympic medalist).

“The odds are the ref isn't going to change based on your intimidation tactics, so listen
to their calls, and give them what they want” (Jeff Bukantz , Former Olympic Team
Captain, former member of FIE Rules Commission, author of American Fencing Magazine
“Rules and Referees”)

A Any interaction with the referee must be respectful.

A Fencers always retain the right to protest a misapplied rule. Only the fencer can
address the direct with reference to an action, but be polite and address the director
as “Sir.” After the explanation, let it go - the director is the boss.

The Tournament

Most tournaments consist of two rounds - the pool round and the Direct Elimination (DE)
round. The format (i.e. how many fencers move to the DE round) should be posted in
the FRED listing, posted at the venue, or announced prior to fencing. The most common
format is 100% promotion from pools to DE, i.e. all competitors (regardless of pool
performance) move to the DE round. Some competitions however (especially national
events) only promote 80%, some 70% or 75%. Pools average 1 to 2 hours, depending
on the weapon and number of fencers. Any weapon or equipment problem delays a
pool.

Round 1: Pools. Pools are 6-7 (occasionally 5-8) fencers divided into groups that
have been balanced for strength and club separation based on the seed).
Misinformation (wrong club, wrong rating, misspellings) cause pool seeding
inaccuracies and this is why you must check the posted initial seeding and report
any mistakes to the BC immediately (not after the actual pools have been posted).
Then, listen for your pool assignment and report to the strip with required
equipment. You will fence each person in the pool in 5-touch bouts.

A You will be called to the strip in a particular order. The first called fencer hooks up to the
director’s right, unless that fencer is left-handed, in which case he will be to the director’s
left. If two lefties, the first called is to the director’s right.

A Fencers are required to check pool scores and sign the pool sheet before leaving the strip.
Your signature implies accuracy. Any score discrepancies are to be resolved by the referee
before you sign the score sheet.

Sample pool score sheet

1 (2 |3 (4 |5 |6 (7 |V|TS|TR|Ind | PI
Benson, Mark (U) 1 DO | D3 | D3 (D3 |D1|D2|0 |12 |30 |-18 |7
Adkins, Jerry (D07) | 2 | V5 Da|D3|D3|D3|D2|1]20[25 |5 |6
James, Chris (U) 3|V5]|V5 D1|V5|V5|V5|5|26(22 |+4 |2
Moss, Larry (U) 4 | V5| V5| V5 D4 (V5 | V5|5 (29 |14 |+15 |1
Reed, Alex (EO8) 5|V5|V5|D3|V5 V5 D4 |4 |27 | 22 | +5 3
Adams, James (B06) | 6 | V5 | V5 | D3 | D1 | D2 D2 |2 |18 |24 | -6 5
Jones, Richard (D06) | 7 | V5 | V5 | D4 | D1 | V5 | V5 4 |25 (20 [ +5 |4

18



At the end of the pool round, results are ordered from best record to worst and

then slotted into a standard elimination table.

A single general ranking will be

calculated and the fencer with the highest percentage of victories in the pool(s)
and the most touches-scored minus touches-received (indicator) is the number

one seed.

A fencer who withdraws during the pool, or who is excluded, is scratched
from the pool, and his results are annulled as if he had not taken part.

Round 2: Direct Elimination. After the pools are concluded, the promoted fencers will
be organized from best record to worst (based solely on pool results) into an elimination
table of 16, 32, 64, or 128 etc. fencers. This will be fenced in a single elimination, i.e.

the fencer losing being eliminated from the tournament.

double elimination table (repechage), i.e. a fencer being eliminated after two loses.

A Standard DE format:

15-touch bouts with three 3-minute periods, with a 1- minute rest

Some national events fence a

between each period. In saber, bouts are fenced to 15 touches, with a 1-minute break when

the first fencer reaches 8 touches or 3 minutes have expired in the first period, whichever
During the 1 minute rest one person may have access to the fencer.
Veteran DE format: 10-touch bouts with two 3-minute periods, with a 1-minute rest between

occurs first.

>

periods. The 1-minute rest occurs when one fencer’s score reaches 8 touches.

>

When, for whatever reason, a fencer cannot fence, or cannot complete his

Y10/Y12 DE format: Best 2 out of 3 5-touch bouts

DE bout, his opponent is declared the winner.

Penalties . Penalties are divided into four categories:

OFFENSE ARTICLE PENALTIES
1st group 1% 2nd 3cand add
Leaving the strip without permission t.18.3

Simple Corps a corps (foil and sabre) * t.20

Corps a corps to avoid a touch * t.20, t.63

Turning the back to the opponent * t.21

Covering/Substitution of valid target * .22, 1.49,1.72

Touching/taking hold of electrical equipment* t.22

Crossing the side of the strip to avoid being touched t.28

Delaying the Bout t.31

Clothing/equipment not working or not conforming; absence of second regulatiof t.45.1 & 3.b

weapon or bodycord

Placing the weapon on the sttgpstraighten it

t.46, .61, 1.70.d

o| 3>|0| =|o| —|r|m|<

Bending/dragging weapon point on conductive strip (F,E) t.46, 1.61
Grounding the weapon on the metallic vest (F) * t.53

In Saber, touch scored with the guard *; any forward movement crossing tlee leg| t.70.a, t.75.b.3
feet *

Refusal to obey the Referee .82, t.84
Hair not conforming .86
Jostling, disorderly fencing * ; talt86,1t87
undressing on the

Strip

Abnormal fencing action *touches with brutality or made during or after a fall * | t.87
Non-combativity t.87
Unjustified appeal t.122
Fencer or team member not present up@md then second call. If still not present { t.86

3¢call Elimination from the competition.

3acall:
Elimination
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2nd group 1 2 3cand add

Using the norweapon arm or hand * t.22

Interruption of bout for claimed injury/cramp not confirmed by doctor t.33

Absence of equipment control mark * t.45.3.a

Absence of name domack, absence of National colors where required t.45

Deliberate touch not on opponent t.53, t.66

Dangerous, violent or vindictive action, blow with guard or pommel * t.87, 1103, t.105

Fencer disturbingrder on the strip (4) t.82, 1.83, .96 BLACK

Dishonest fencing * .87

Offence against publicity code Publicity Code

Any person not on strip disturbing order .82, .83, t1.96.c, | 1s; Warning (YELLOW CARD) or (4)
1.118 2ndExpulsion (3) or (4)

4th group

Fencer equipped with electronic communicagoipment permitting him to receiveg t.43, t.44, t.45.3 1

communications during the bout (1) or (2

Falsified weapon inspection marks, intentiomaldification of equipment t.45.3.c&d

Manifest cheating with equipment (2) t.45.3.e

Refusal of a fencer to fence another compefitatividual or team) properly entered| t.85

Offense against sportsmanship (1) or (2) t.87, 1.105

Refusal of fencer to salute opponent, the referedtendudience at the beginning o t.87

at the end of thBout

Profiting from collusion, favoring an opponent (1) t.88, 1.105

Deliberate brutality (1) t.105

Doping (2) t.129

The NJ Division website publ nasnésevdl remainfoiBthedistfor Car d
one calendar year from the date of infraction. Competitors with two entries on this list will be reported
to the USFA Board of Directors for a discipline hearing.

What is ac lassification (rating) and how do | get one? The USFA provides a rating
structure for competitors for the SOLE purpose of seeding the competitions. Ratings
distinguish between levels of performance and provide an objective scale for seeding, i.e.
all ratings do is give a starting point for the BC in order to seed a competition. Your
results in the pools determine DE seeding placement.

Fencers are classified on the basis of competitive experience and achievement into the
following classifications: A (highest), B, C, D, E, U. Classifications are written as Al11,
B0O7, with the letter indicating the classification and the number indicating the latest year
when that classification was earned or re-earned. You earn a new classification by your
finish position in a rated competition. The rating of the competition is based on number
of fencers present and their ratings, how they finished, and how you did (see chart on
next page).

Ratings Processing Procedure: For all NJ events the tournament organizers submit a list
of competitors earning new ratings to the Secretary of the NJ Division for certification,
who in turns submits them to the USFA. The USFA then records your classification
change on their website. It is your responsibility to monitor the USFA site to be sure
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your new rating has been officially recorded. Ratings automatically update on FRED but
ratings appearing on FRED are NOT official and USFA does not recognize them. Only

ratings recorded on the USFA website are considered official.

Ifafterappr oxi mately
on the USFA website, contact the organizer of the event (and, if a NJ event, also
contact the Secretary of the NJ Division) for follow up.

one

we e k

after earning

your

USFA CLASSIFICATION REFERENCE CHART
Note — Youth events do not use the E1 or D1 classifications. Youth events must reach C1 level or
higher for ratings to be awarded

Event Minimum Rated Fencers Required Rated Fencers Must Finish Classifications
Fencers Awarded
Group E1 6 NONE N/A 1 E
Group D1 15 4 E’s (or higher) 2 E’s (or higher) in top 8 1 D
2-4 E
Group C1 15 2Cs & 2Cs & 1 C
2D's& 2D’'s 2-4 D
2 E’s (or higher) (or higher) in top 8 5-8 E
Group C2 25 4 D's & 4 D’s (or higher) in top 8 1 C
4 E's 2-4 D
(or higher) 5-8 E
Group C3 64 24 D's & 4 D’sin top 8 & 1-4 C
12 E's 4 E's 5-8 D
(or higher) (or higher) in top 12 9-16 E
Group B1 15 2 B's & 2 B's & 1 B
2Cs & 2C’s 2-4 C
2D’s (or higher) in top 8 5-6 D
(or higher) 7-8 E
Group B2 25 2Bs& 2Bs&2C’'s 1 B
2Cs & (or higher) in top 8 2-4 C
2D’s 5-8 D
(or higher) 9-12 E
Group B3 64 24 C's & 4 C'sin top 8 & 1-4 B
12 D’s 4 D’'s 5-8 C
(or higher (or higher) in top 12 9-16 D
17-32 E
Group Al 15 2As& 2As & 1 A
2 B's & 2 B's 2 B
2C’s (or higher) in top 8 34 C
(or higher 5-6 D
7-8 E
Group A2 25 2A's& 2A's& 1 A
2Bs& 2 B’s 2-4 B
2C's (or higher) in top 8 5-8 C
(or higher 9-10 D
11-12 E
Group A3 64 24 B's & 4 B's in top 8 & 1-4 A
12 C’s 4 C's 5-8 B
(or higher (or higher) in top 12 9-16 C
17-24 D
25-32 E
Group A4 64 12 A's & 4 A’s in top 8 & 1-8 A
12 B's & 4 B's 9-16 B
12 C’s (or higher) in top 12 17-24 C
(or higher 25-32 D
33-48 E
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What are  Points and how do | get those?

Refer to the Athlete Handbook for a full explanation of points and points tables for
each weapon.

Fencers can earn points at specific domestic and international tournaments. All events
at NACs, Junior Olympic Fencing Championships, and Summer National Championships
are point events except Division I-A, Division II, Division III, and team events. Points
are used for seeding of competitions, qualification for national championships, and
selection for international competitions. You must place at a certain level in these
events to earn points.

A SYC - points are awarded to the top 40% (max 32) (no rounding - drop the fraction). Best SYC
result counts toward point totals on a rolling point basis SYC (Youth Committee - September 24,
2010; points can only be updated once results and program service fee are received by the
National Office from the SYC tournament organizer)

A Veteran - points are awarded to a maximum of 64" place or last place in the competition,
whichever number is smaller.

A For all other National point competitions, points are awarded for placement within the direct
elimination round in which the top 40% (no rounding — drop the fraction) of the competitive field
falls, to a maximum of 32™.. For the 2011-2012 season: Points will be awarded for places 33-64
at Senior, Junior and Cadet NACs if there are at least 160 fencers in the competition. These
points will be reflected in Senior, Junior and Cadet points only and will be used for seeding
national competitions. In order to be considered on the point standings for the purposes of
selection or qualification for each category there must be at least one 32" place result and the
total points must be at least: senior = 275; junior = 165; cadet = 110

A How many points you get for your finish depends on your category. Each category has a
different set of points (see the Point Tables in the Appendix of the Athlete Handbook).

Domestic rolling points are based on a continuous 12 month period of competitions.
Points stay on the point standings until the competition is held again or, if it is not held
again, those points are dropped one year after is was held. Team points include only
those points that will be used for National team selection. Rolling points are used for
seeding in national competitions, for qualifying to Junior Olympic Fencing Championships
and US Fencing National Championships, and for selection for international competitions
at the beginning of the season. Team point standings are used for international
competition selection starting mid-season and to select International Championship
teams. Current points standings are listed at usfencing.org. International points are
complex; read the Athlete Handbook.

Qualifiers

The USFA holds two events that require qualification in order to participate - Junior
Olympics (JO) and Summer Nationals (SN). NJ Division holds qualifiers for JO, Div II,
Div III, and Y14. A schedule is posted at njfencing.org and registration is via FRED.

Fence inthe NJDi vi si on qualifier even if you-theyn’' t pl
are great competition experiences and ratings can be awarded. If you have

already qualified for SN or JO by earning points, you should still fence in the

Division qualifier. Auto-qualifiers are not counted toward the 25% that qualify, so
auto-qualifier participation allows extra NJ fencers to qualify who might not

otherwise.
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JO (Junior (U20)/Cadet (U17)).

NJ qualifiers are traditionally held Thanksgiving

weekend (this is to give college fencers an opportunity to participate). You must finish
in the top 25% of the field to qualify. Should there be automatic qualifiers participating
(fencers on the Junior or Cadet NRPS) these fencers are skipped over in calculating the
25%. See njfencing.org schedule for dates. Registration is via FRED.

Category

Qualification path

Automatic qualification

Junior (U20)

Place in top 25% of NJ Div
qualifier

Be on Junior NRPS

Cadet (U17)

Place in top 25% of NJ Div
qualifier or qualify for U20

Be on Cadet NRPS, or top 8 of
Y14 NRPS, or qualified for U20

Summer Nationals. NJ Div holds qualifiers for Div II, Div III, and Y14, all other event

qualification is via NAC points, ROC points, SYC points, or RYC (Y10/Y12 participation,
Y14 winner). You must finish in the top 25% of the field to qualify. Should there be
automatic qualifiers participating these fencers are skipped over in calculating the 25%.
See njfencing.org schedule for dates. Registration is via FRED.

Category

| Qualification path

| Automatic qualification

** See Athlete Handbook for complete qualification path information**

Div I Earn points at NACs during the Be on NRPS, OR be in the

season top 8 of Junior NRPS, OR
be in the top 4 of the
Cadet NRPS, OR placed in
the top 8 in the previous
Div I-A SN, OR placed in
the top 4 of the previous
Div IT SN.

Div I-A Finish in top 8 at ROC or Placed in top 8 in
accumulate minimum 1000 previous Div I-A SN, OR
points placed in top 4 at

previous Div IT SN

Div II Place in top 25% at NJ Division Qualified for Div I-A
qualifier, place in top 10% at
ROC

Div III Place in top 25% of NJ Division Qualified for Div I-A, qualified

qualifier, place in top 10% at
ROC, qualify for Div II

for Div Il

Junior (U19)

None

Cadet (U16)

None

Y14

Earn Y14 SYC points, earn Y14
NAC points, earn Cadet NAC
points, win RYC Y14, finish in top
25% of NJ Division Qualifier

Earned previous season
points at Cadet SN, OR
earned points at
previous season Y14 SN

Y12 Compete in SYC or RYC On Y12 NRPS
Y10 Compete in SYC or RYC On Y10 NRPS
Team None

Veteran Fence in any NAC, ROC, or NJ

Div II or Div III qualifier
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Qualification by Appeal

In exceptional cases, subject to approval by the USFA, you may be permitted to qualify
for JO or SN by appeal should you not be able to participate in the Division qualifying
tournament.

An appeal may be filed by a fencer who qualified to the same competition in the prior
season, or whose competitive record during the current season indicates a strong
possibility that he/she would have qualified had he/she been able to compete. A
compelling reason must be given for not being able to fence in the qualifier, or the fencer
must have competed but had to withdraw because of disabling injury or iliness. There
is a nonrefundable fee ($100) and all appeals must be made in writing to the USFA and
must be filed within 5 business days following the competition at which the petitioner
could have qualified.

The appeals process and acceptable documentation required is outlined in the
Athlete Handbook.

Traveling with Fencing Equipment

Your goal when traveling via airline to competitions is to minimize the problems of lost or
mangled equipment. Here are some suggestions:
A Carry as much as possible of your fencing attire. Pack your whites, lame,
mask, and body cords in your carry-on. To prevent chafing of the lame on a
saber mask, the mask should be packed inside something, like a pillow case
or t-shirt. Body cords should be bundled neatly and packed where the wires
will not be cut or the plugs broken. You will not be allowed to carry any
tools in your carry on.
A If asked what is contained in your fencing bag, always say “sporting equipment,”
NEVER weapons !
A Remember the weight limit when packing your fencing bag.
A Often fencing bags must be collected from the oversize area in baggage claim.

Fencing and School

Many New Jersey high schools have long-established interscholastic fencing teams. New
Jersey has the largest high school program in the United States, currently 49 boys and
49 girls’ teams organized into 4 districts and Private/Prep. There are many positive
social elements of fencing with a high school team. Most high school coaches recognize
the value of having fencers train at the clubs and allow them to maintain high school
team affiliation. If the fencer is attempting to compete on the National level, frequently
they must consider cutting back or foregoing high school events in order to maximize the
effectiveness of their training. However, in most cases a reasonable balance can be
struck between school and club programs. Periodic review and planning with school
administrators (deans, teachers, etc), the coach, and the student can facilitate this
balance.
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NJ High School Fencing

NJ High School Fencing governing body — NJSIAA (njsiaa.org)

NJ Interscholastic Fencing Officials Association —NJIFOA (njifoa.wikispaces.com)

New Jersey Interscholastic Fencing Association — NJIFA (njifa.org) - Association of NJ
High School Fencing Coaches

NJIFA sets state-wide policies for NJ High School Fencing. All NJ high schools with
varsity programs are members of the NJIFA. The membership of the NJIFA includes
some school who are not members of the NJSIAA. NIJIFA organizes the Cetrulo Boys'
Relay Championships and Santelli Girls' Relay Championships. There are also various
County and Conference Freshman-Sophomore tournaments. NJIFA names the NJIFA All-
State Teams and Coaches of the Year and works closely with the NJSIAA to help manage
the District and State HS Championships.

Visit the NJIFA website for resources, full season schedule, etc. The season consists of
dual meets, Santelli and Cetrulo Championships, District Championships, State Squad
Championships, State Team Championships, and State Individual Championships. There
are also various county freshman-sophomore championships. USFA rules are followed,
with the exception that flesching is not permitted. USFA membership is not required.

No ratings are awarded at high school competitions.

The NJ Division sanctions the Denise O Connor
held in December. This event is not a part of the official high school schedule.

USFA membership is required, and ratings can be awarded. Info and Registration

is via FRED.

2011-12 Season Schedule:

First practices begin: Nov 28

Dual meets begin: Dec 16

Cetrulo (boys): Jan 7

Santelli (girls): Jan 8

Districts 1, 4: Feb 4

Districts 2,3: Feb 5

Sweet Sixteen tournament begins: Feb 7
State Squad Championships (Boys): Feb 25
State Squad Championships (Girls): Feb 26
State Individuals: Mar 4

NJIFA Awards Banquet: TBA

Dual meet format:

The line-up consists of three (3) foil, three (3) sabre, and three (3) epee fencers from
each school. The order of bouts in a meet is 3 sabre, 3 foil and 3 epee, to be repeated
for three rounds, for a total of 27 bouts. The visiting team will be given the “1-2-3"
straight order of bouts in each round. The home team will follow the 1-2-3 order in the
first round but then change order to 2-3-1 in the second round and 3-1-2 in the third
round so that each fencer on one team fences each fencer on the opposing team only
once. Flesching is not permitted. Dual meet results are not counted toward
championships.
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Championships:

The top 4 teams from each District tournament qualify for State Team Championships
(16 teams).

The top 4 squads from each District tournament qualify for State Squad Championships
(16 squads in each weapon).

The top 5 individuals in each weapon in each district (plus individuals from high schools
without fencing programs to fill out the field to 24) qualify for State Individual
Championships.

Awards:

There are Two_ All-State Team Selections:

1 - Star-Ledger (no awards presentation) — subjective. First, second, and third teams
are based on results, observations, etc. Star-Ledger also has a season outlook (usually
late Nov/early Dec), Fencer of the week, and final All-State Selections. Fencing
coverage is usually Mondays or Tuesdays.

2 - NJIFA (awards presented at NJIFA banquet). Formal point system to award places on
the First, Second and Third All-State Fencing Teams. The point system is used as a
primary basis for these awards, but the actual All-State Teams are formed and voted on
by all fencing coaches at the annual spring meeting. Traditionally, the Individual State
Champion from NJIFA/NJSIAA participating schools receives First Team honors
regardless of their points.

NJIFA All-State Points are earned by fencers at designated NJIFA/NJSIAA Tournaments:
NJIFA Cetrulo/Santelli Relay Championships — 20%

NJSIAA District Individual Championships - 20%

NJSIAA State Squad Championships - 30%

NJSIAA State Individual Championships - 30%

Once HS fencing season is over, a fencer must change his affiliation on FRED to
either a Club affiliation or fence unattached.

College
Fencing has been an intercollegiate sport since before the founding of the NCAA. The

fencer is unique and brings experiences that enrich the college. Being a fencer is a
distinct advantage for the college applicant. The population of competitive fencers
applying to these colleges in any given year is usually more than the number of open
roster positions. Consequently experienced fencers with national exposure are very
highly recruited and given priority in admissions for a range of NCAA schools.

Read article in American Fencing (Summer 2011) for excellent insight into the
College recruiting process.

A Search the internet for schools you are interested in. Most schools have a fencing
recruitment form that you submit on-line. In the end, select the school that is best
for you. Some schools have NCAA teams, others have fencing clubs. There is a
complete list of all current programs listed on the NCAA and USFA web site.
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A Send an e-mail directly to the coach. NOTE, it is against NCAA rules for the coach to
initiate contact with student athletes prior to July 1 after their junior year, but a student
athlete can initiate contact with a coach any time. You will want to find out about the
coach’s prioritizing of athletes and academics. Ask about the practice and competition
schedules. You will need to consider if you are willing to balance the practice schedules
with academics. Speak to former or current members of that school’s team and ask
about their experiences.

A If you are considering a NCAA fencing team, you must register and be approved by the
NCAA Clearing House (nhcaaclearinghouse.net). Start this process during your senior
year. Your high school guidance counselor should have appropriate forms and
information, if not visit the website. You must have your transcripts and SAT scores
forwarded to the clearing house to complete the registration process. Be sure to also
forward your final transcript also after you graduate. You will not be allowed to begin
practices with a NCAA team until all your paperwork is completed. Schools with fencing
clubs do not require registration with the clearing house.

Refereeing

Refereeing is a great way to expand your vision to improve your own skills and earn
money as well. Refereeing opportunities are available with the NJ Division as well as
with local clubs and high schools.

Begin this process by practicing your ref skills at your Club, read the Rule Book, then
attend a FOC (Fencing Officials Commission) referee seminar. Seminars are conducted
several times during the season and are posted on FRED (in the Clinic section), and at
Summer Nationals. You will need to attend the seminar and pass the written test(s),
then be observed by a FOC representative. Visit the FOC website (fencingofficials.org)
for a study guide and all other information.

To be hired by clubs in local USFA tournaments and by the NJ Division for qualifiers, we
strongly recommend that prospective referees update their records in the Fencing
Officials Commission database at foc.askfred.net with current e-mail addresses.
Tournament managers will then be able to contact you thru FRED. Hiring will be for the
highest-rated refs first and fill-in as registrations are received. Priority will be given for
referees with a rating in more than one weapon. Detailed instructions on inputting your
e-mail into the referee data base can be found on the NJ Division website.

Whom to contact to referee in NJ (contact info on NJ Division or NJIFA websites)

Event Contact

Local Clubs Local Club tournament organizer

NJ Division-run events Abdel Abdelaziz, NJ Div Referee Assignor
NJIFA Santelli/Cetrulo Relays Chris Awad, President NJIFA

NJ High School Dual Meets Jeff Tishman, NJIFOA Referee Asignor
NJSIAA State Championships Nick Franzi, NJIFOA President

Morris Knolls Fresh-Soph Roger Jones, Tournament Manager
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http://foc.askfred.net/Referee/index.php?filters%5Bdiv_id%5D%5Bvalue%5D=29&submit=Search
http://foc.askfred.net/Referee/index.php?filters%5Bdiv_id%5D%5Bvalue%5D=29&submit=Search

LAST THOUGHTS

Seek out opportunities to participate in running your
Division and its tournaments.

Represent New Jersey with pride at all competitions
Al ways respect your opponentaos

Always be gracious when you lose and especially
gracious when you win.

Never cheat.
Dondét allow yourself to get upset
discipline. Never give up during a bout. Always go for

the next touch.

Support your salle mates, but when club mates fence
each other, do not cheer for either one.

Ratings are not all t hey may appear. Never
underesti mate yourself against a
opponent.

Be polite and respectful if you feel you must argue a
call with the director.

Have fun. In what other sport can you stab someone
and getrew arded for it?
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