New Jersey Division of the US Fencing Association, Inc.
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 19, 2010

6:30 PM

Agenda:

 

1. Previous Meeting’s Minutes: already accepted by Yahoo vote

2. Treasurer’s Report, George Bowden 

3. Nominating Committee Report: Petition information to be posted on website, Gene Packer 

4.  NJ Cup Awards and Presentations: Set date and location of annual meeting

5. ROC Bid for Next Season from NJ Division 

6. Audit Committee Formed: Hani Copti, David Mebane, Bill Viquiera 

7. Black Cards at Danny Bukantz ROC: who and why? 

8. Sectional Ballots: Ballots to be mailed by section shortly. 

9. Injury at NJFA competition

10. De-Sanctioning of RSFA Tournaments, June 5 and June 20

11. Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 15, 6:30pm

 

Attendees:

	Chairman
	Tom Tishman

	Vice Chair
	Steve Caputo

	Secretary
	Bill Nunley

	Treasurer
	George Bowden

	Member
	Paul Apostol

	Member
	Agota Balot

	Member
	Cheryl Delaney

	Member
	Gene Packer


Phone:  
  Member           Nicole Lechner
 

Not Present:

	Member
	Carolyn Gurnowski

	Member
	Steve Sobel

	Member
	Jennifer Yamin

	Member
	Glenn Pantel


Minutes:

1. Stated and agreed Minutes of last meeting accepted via Yahoo vote

Action Item: 

· Bill Nunley to bring copies of previous meetings minutes for distribution and reference.

2. Treasurer’s Report

· There is roughly $44,000 in the bank with no outstanding liabilities. We are expecting the Division Championships to break even.
· Question about due date of full financial reports.  Full financial reports are produced at the demand of the EC or typically at the end of the fiscal year.
3. Nominating Committee report
· Gene needs additional information. He never received list of candidates nominated for national congress.
Action Item:
· Tom to send Gene current list for representatives to congress.

· Discussion on getting more representation from clubs.  We need to solicit nominations for committees. 

Action Item:
· Gene to have proposed slate and procedure for soliciting for a committee position by Friday.

· Need to post procedure on the NJ division web site.

4.  NJ cup award and presentation
· Proposal to have annual meeting on Saturday July 24, 2pm at Medeo. 
Action Item:
· Must confirm availability of Medeo with Yakov
· Proposal to solicit sponsorships for awards for NJ CUP as used to be done.  Need to discuss further as it is a good idea but funds are not currently needed.

· George needs to know what should be written on awards.

5. ROC bid for next season

· Report from Gene of TC:  Proposed dates for the ROC are October 30 - 31. Drew, FDU not available and Ramapo not big enough.  Wayne PAL is currently reserved for proposed dates. Abdel will proceed with bid.
Action Item:
· Tom and Steve to contact National to propose additional ROC for Div2/3.

6. Audit Committee has been formed.

· Tom has reached out them and they are ready to work. 

7. Black Cards at Danny Bukantz ROC

· There were three black cards issued in total.  Sarah Jones cited for leaving in the middle of the tournament without acceptable cause.  Two other black cards were together involved in same incident with Abdel. The initial black card was issued to parent Mr. Elkassas for continued questioning of director’s calls and then verbally insulting the director. Subsequent black card issued to Sabrina Elkassas for leaving the tournament without acceptable cause and without notice.  The Bout Committee was not informed of the incident until the following day. 

· Motion to write policy about Black Cards, which will penalize fencers in the extent that they cannot fence for X number of days/weeks in NJ division local events. 
Made By: Gene Packer
Second By: George Bowden
Unanimously approved
Action Item: 

· Tom to commit ad hoc committee to decide on black card policy proposal. 

8. Ballots are going out this week for YES/NO on nomination of Sectional board.  

9. Discussion of injury at NJFA competition

· Benches which were parallel to the strips were moved for ROC preventing fencers from congregating close to action. No problems were reported at the subsequent events.

· Fencers still seem to move benches located inside roped area. Sometimes placing them to close to active strips. Cheryl to ask NJFA if possible to keep benches outside of roped area.

10. RSFA tournaments scheduled for June 5th and June 20th were de-sanctioned due to non-payment of fees.

11. Next meeting is Tuesday June 15, 6:30pm, at Morris County Library
 

Round Table Discussions:

1. Scheduling Division Championships and Opens at clubs.

a.  Scheduling is tough because June and July are too close to Summer Nationals.

b. Division must run some large events to make profit knowing that other required events will lose money.

c.  Combining qualifiers may free up schedule slots but hasn’t worked well in the past.

2. Discussion on possible purchase of new equipment.

3. Decision to table talk about next year scheduling and new equipment until more information is known.

4. Discussion on ways to get more High School students signed up to USFA. 

5. Stated the by-laws need to be updated on the web site. Nichole will email Tom with any changes.  Election procedures should probably be posted on website.
Steve Caputo to look at current web page to determine what needs posting.

