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New Jersey Division of the 

United States Fencing Association, Inc.

_____________________________

Meeting of the Executive Committee

Morris County Library 

30 East Hanover Avenue, Whippany, NJ 07981
Conference Room on 2nd Floor in Reference Area

Tuesday, June 15, 2010, 6:30pm-8:30pm

Agenda:

 

1. Approved Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

2. Update on Sectional Vote, Tom Tishman

3. Nominating Committee Report, Gene Packer 

4. Treasurer’s Report, George Bowden

5. Tournament Committee Report 

a. New Clubs-NJ-USFA@yahoogroups.com usergroup, Tom Tishman

b. NJFA Youth Y-8 Complaint by Jeremiah Candreva

6. Additional Black Card, Penalties Committee Report

7. Discussion of BCAF Holding Philadelphia Division Events, Complaint letter from Freehold 

8. Annual Meeting Set for July 24, 

9. Set date of next month’s meeting

 

Attendees:

Chairman
Tom Tishman

Vice Chair
Steve Caputo

Secretary
Bill Nunley

Treasurer
George Bowden

Member
Steve Sobel

Member
Agota Balot

Member
Cheryl Delaney

Member
Gene Packer

Member
Glenn Pantel

Phone:  

  Member           Nicole Lechner

Not Present:

Member
Carolyn Gurnowski

Member
Paul Apostol

Member
Jennifer Yamin

Minutes:

1. Stated and agreed Minutes of last meeting accepted via Yahoo vote

2. Update on Sectional Vote.

·  There was no response from the Section and the date for close of balloting is past. Nothing to do.

3. Nominating committee report

· A slate of nominees has been agreed for the election this July. Existing EC members have been re-nominated with a new committee member selected to take the seat vacated by Carolyn Gurnowski. A majority of the committee members selected Dale Roberts for the seat.  This will provide continuity and adds a representative from another club which adds diversity.

· Also re-nominating the current slate of representatives to the national congress with the exception of a replacement for Charles Astudillo, who has moved out of the Division. By very close vote Yakov Danilenko has been nominated to fill the seat vacated by Charles.  

4. Treasurer’s Report, George Bowden

· No one in arrears other than Rising Star. 

· Banking account balance is the same since last meeting, $44K

· A review of Division Tournament Expenses and Revenue report shows $8K net for the season. 

· MOTION to eliminate sanctioning fees being that there should be enough funds to get through the coming season. 

Made By: Gene Packer

Second By: Steve Caputo

Unanimously approved

5. Tournament Committee Report

· Previous years saw the Tournament Committee holding a meeting where a representative from each club would bid for tournament dates. Inevitably, there would be problems because it is very time consuming and not everyone can show up.  Tom would like to clubs send in proposed dates to the TC to be sorted out. This will take a number of iterations but the online procedure will be more efficient and should make everyone happy.

a. New Clubs-NJ-USFA@yahoogroups.com usergroup. This is for the convenience of the tournament committee so that club owners can communicate with the committee and each other.

· Stated: We should try to encourage clubs to hold more E and under, Team, and Veteran events. Also, try to encourage club owners to send their fencers to events at other clubs in order to build more capable fencers and promote more successful tournaments.

b. NJFA Youth Y-8 Complaint by Jeremiah Candreva:   

There is no USFA category for Y8 and there is no sanctioning. To the point of the letter the event probably should have been published as a Y9 because dates didn't match up. Name of event should reflect the age of the children. Tom will be replying.

Action Item: 

· Tom will be replying to the letter. 

· Cheryl will look into labels of events. There are legacy names used which should probably be updated.

6. Additional Black Card, Penalties Committee Report

· Report by Steve Sobel in contact with the USFA: Suspension is a disciplinary action that can only be imposed by the USFA Board of Directors with due process requiring a hearing.

· There are other practical ways of imposing penalties for black cards including the requirement of a deposit to be refunded if no bad behavior. It is agreed that this seems too cumbersome.

· Suggested to keep a list of black cards. If someone is on the list 2-3 times over a period of time it could be sent to the national board for consideration of disciplinary action.

· MOTION: we will announce a policy that from now on we will post black card members on a list with club name and reason for black card for a rolling 12 month period. 

Made By: Glenn Pantel

Second By: George Bowden

Unanimously approved

Action Item: 

· Need to post black card policy on website. 

7. Discussion of BCAF Holding Philadelphia Division Events, Complaint letter from Freehold 

· We have rules agreed to at previous EC meeting. (See minutes from EC meeting on March 8, 2010)

· Mohammed letter: There was only one real conflict last year and no current conflicts.

·  Tom to talk with Philadelphia, and Metro division to make sure the NJ division is consulted before tournaments are scheduled.   

Action Item: 

· Tom to talk with Philadelphia and Metro divisions to make sure the NJ division is consulted before tournaments are scheduled at NJ clubs. 

Round Table Discussions:

· Steve Caputo stated that he is a little disappointed Jeff Bukantz was not chosen for a seat on the EC, but understands that Dale is a good choice. 

· As a matter of transparency we should post or mail blast the EC slate and instructions for getting nominated as per the MOU.  

· We need new disclosure statements and they have to be posted on the website after being completed.

Action Items: 

· Tom to get list of eligible voters from usfa.

· Bill to send out copy of last year’s disclosure statements to EC members. 

