New Jersey Division USFA Tournament Committee (TC) Meeting Minutes
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Apportioning of TC business among members:
Gene Packer was nominated and confirmed as the Tournament Committee Chairman for 2010-2011.

Abdelwahab Abdelaziz was nominated and confirmed as the Referee Assigner for 2010-2011. Referees wanting to work for NJ Division Tournaments should inform Abdelwahab of their interest and populate their email addresses in Ask FRED so that he can use an email blast when seeking referees.

Gene would like a volunteer to scout new venues.  Gene will compile a list of venues and clubs that have been used in the past.  Assignment of this task will occur at a future meeting.

George Bowden, Jennifer Yamin and Dawn Johnston will serve as the NJ Division Bout Committee with Gene as a back-up.
Bill Nunley is the Armorer Coordinator.  The TC is seeking Armorer Trainees to support Bill.

Discussion of NJ Division Events:

Junior Olympic qualifiers for U17 and U20 will be held on the same weekend this year.  Thanksgiving weekend was determined to be the ideal time because college students are generally home anyway.  U17 will be scheduled for 11/27/10 and U20 for 11/28/10 to maximize attendance.

The TC will look for ways to collaborate with NJ high school fencing in the interest of increasing attendance at NJ Division Tournaments.

A NJ Division high school tournament will be held 12/11/10 and 12/12/10 to coordinate with this beginning of high school fencing season.  Tom will contact Denise O’Connor to determine if this will be the annual Denise O’Connor tournament.  TC will use email blasts to market the event to clubs and coaches.  This event should also be advertised at NAC B.

The Mid-Atlantic Senior Sectional Qualifier will be held 4/30/11 and 5/1/11 and sponsored by the NJ Division.  TC will seek Blue Gauntlet as the vendor with the hope that they will loan us strips as they have in the past.  Gene proposed Rider University as the venue because of its proximity to major highways for the other divisions coming from the south.  TC agreed that Gene will complete negotiations with Rider for the venue.
Discussion of NJ Club Events:

Gene compiled the club requests into a monthly calendar.  The TC reviewed the requests for September and October.  The goals of the TC review were to ensure that each club was granted an equitable number of their requests.  TC will deny some requests in cases where too many similar events were sought on the same weekend or a non-club event was already scheduled (ROC, Garden State Senior Games).  
NJFA requested 9 weeknight events (6 unrated and 3 Div III) per month.  The TC decided to allow 6 of the 9 events for September and October.  The TC will request that NJFA gather data regarding the numbers and demographics of the fencers attending in September and October to ensure that the weeknight events are not negatively impacting U and Div 3 weekend events.

Gene will contact several clubs to propose rescheduling.  Jennifer will compile the September and October calendars.  The two month calendar will be distributed to the clubs to allow them to post their events on Ask FRED.  The TC will meet again to review the remainder of the season.
During the meeting, we approved the requested December 18-19 Barbara Lynch tournament hosted by Valhalla at NJFA. 
Next Meeting:

The next meeting of the TC will be held 9/1/10 at 7p.m. at Gene Packer’s home in Fair Lawn.  He will distribute directions.

8/18/2010   6:30-9:00 p.m.


Morris County Library, Cedar Knolls, NJ





In attendance:


Abdelwahab Abdelaziz, TC Member


George Bowden, Ex-officio


Steve Caputo, Ex-officio


Dawn Johnston, TC Member


William Nunley, Ex-officio


Gene Packer, TC Member


Ahmed Satter, TC Member


Tom Tishman, Ex-officio


Jennifer Yamin, TC Member





Absent:


Ralph Bellantoni, TC Member


Paul Szmaida, TC Member














